Appendix B:
Method of Combining Data from
Studies of Environmental Tobacco Smoke
Exposure and Lung Cancer
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Consider the following kinds of data that might be reportec in an epidemiological study of chronic exposure to environmenta tobacco smoke (ETS) and lung cancer:
Lung Cancer
Exposure      Yes to
ETS             No
Total:
Therefore, T is the total number of people in the study, a is th number of people chronically exposed to ETS who also have lun cancer, b is the number of people chronically exposed to ETS wh do not have lung cancer, c is the number of people not chronicall exposed to ETS who have lung cancer, and d is the number c people not chronically exposed to ETS who do not have lun cancer. The marginal totals are mi = o + b, m.2 = c + d, mz — + c, and m4 = 6 + d. The data that correspond to these variable from all of the studies examined in Chapter 12 are shown in Tab] B-l.
CASE-CONTROL STUDIES
In a case-control design, the subjects are chosen on the bas of the health outcome, and their exposure history is assessed.
284 be inappropriate.
